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Fairchild, for instance, when he catches his children
quarrelling, first thrashes them, reciting Doctor
Watts's " Let dogs delight to bark and bite " be-
tween blows of the cane, and then takes them to
eat their dinner beneath a gibbet where the rotting
corpse of a murderer is hanging In the earlier
part of the century scores of thousands of children,
aged sometimes as young as six, were literally
worked to death in the mines or cotton-mills, and
even at the fashionable public schools boys were
flogged till they ran with blood for a mistake in
their Latin verses. One thing which Dickens seems
to have recognised, and which most of his contem-
poraries did not, is the sadistic sexual element in
flogging. I think this can be inferred from Damd
Copperfield and Nicholas Nickleby. But mental cruelty
to a child infuriates him as much as physical, and
though there is a fair number of exceptions, his
schoolmasters are generally scoundrels.

Except for the universities and the big public
schools, every kind of education then existing in
England gets a mauling at Dickens's hands. There
is Doctor Blimber's Academy, where little boys are
blown up with Greek until they burst, and the re-
volting chanty schools of the period, which pro-
duced specimens like Noah Glaypole and Uriah
Keep, and Salem House, and Dotheboys Hall, and
the disgraceful little dame-school kept by Mr
Wopsle's great aunt. Some of what Dickens says
remains true even today. Salem House is the
ancestor of the modern " prep, school ", which still
has a good deal of resemblance to it, and as for
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